
 
 

 
 
March 27, 2020 
 
Dear Lower School Parents,   
 
A famous author wrote, “I returned home to find nothing had changed but everything had changed.” When I 
quickly retrieved some needed materials from my office this week, I could not help but remember those words. 
The buildings, gazebos, fields, and playgrounds remained charming but unusually quiet. Gone were the usual 
sounds of morning and noon recess: children running around the Manse in an incredibly complex tag game, 
playing soccer, football, or Wiffle ball with Mr. Dan, empty swings, climbing bars vacant, eerily silent garden 
area, and a sandbox smooth as silk instead of the usual convoluted tunnels. How can this be? I thought. 
Where are the kids? We miss them terribly! 
 
We are certainly living through an incredibly difficult time. In just two short weeks our lives have changed. 
However, the good news is the Lower School faculty and staff remain ever committed to your children, their 
profession and Key. We have been meeting online daily and have connected on program, lessons and new 
tech tools. The faculty is committed to providing their students the most meaningful and engaging distance 
learning curriculum that they can envision. It is inspiring to watch as well as to participate. We know that each 
student has academic passions, work style, work pace, and cognitive skills that are individual and unique to 
each learner. We have strived to provide activities to address the varying developmental ranges within each 
grade as well as a range of activities that will appeal to their engagement and competence in specific subjects.  
 
We Are Excited to See You on Zoom beginning Monday, March 30 
 
Beginning the week of March 30, we will implement the next phase of our distance learning plan. Teachers are 
excited to see your children in real-time and to give them the opportunity to interact with one another. Attached 
is a guide to aid in helping your child join in a Zoom class. Look for meeting invitations throughout the week in 
your Homeroom & Language Arts class Seesaw announcements. We are cognizant of offering a distance 
learning program that provides the students the opportunity to learn through a combination of synchronous 
learning (real-time, interaction with their teachers and classmates) and asynchronous instruction (multi-modal 
tasks and projects, recorded video instruction) as being the best researched practice in distance learning for 
young children. Our meetings will be a combination of Homeroom teachers, Specials teachers, and Language 
Arts teachers. Homeroom teachers will share the Zoom schedule and meeting ID with you in the daily schedule 
on Seesaw. We understand that family routines and parent work schedules may prevent your child from 
participating but wanted to offer the students and their families this opportunity to engage with their teachers 
and classmates. Here is a link with instructions on how to join.  
 
In addition, the Learning Department is sending some suggestions for learning at home. Tips for prioritizing, 
planning, helping and organizing your child’s day. 
 
On behalf of the Lower School faculty and staff, please stay safe and healthy. 
 
Take really good care. 
 
Emily Legum 
Lower School Division Head 
elegum@keyschool.org 
 
 
 

https://www.keyschool.org/uploaded/email_files/Joining_a_Zoom_Meeting_-_Families_Final.pdf?1585406645376
https://www.keyschool.org/uploaded/email_files/Tips_for_Schoolwork_at_Home.pdf?1585406664197
https://www.keyschool.org/uploaded/email_files/Tips_for_Schoolwork_at_Home.pdf?1585406664197

