
 
 
 

 
Dear Middle School Parents,  
 
I hope you and your children are healthy and well. I wanted to share with you the message 
below that I sent to your children yesterday. I miss seeing them every day, and just wanted to 
reach out to all of them personally. Homeroom teachers are going to check in via a brief video 
conference with any students in their group who are available on Monday morning at 10:30 a.m. 
I will be sending a message to you early next week with any updates on our distance learning 
plans.  
 
Sincerely, 
  
Dave Magnus 
------------------------------ 
Dear Middle School Students,  
 
Happy Friday! I hope you are all doing well. It seems like longer than eight days since we were 
last together at school. I am sure you miss being with your friends every day. I am very busy at 
home, but I sure miss seeing all of you at school. It is honestly hard to change my normal 
routines so quickly and so completely.  
 
I have been working with the teachers over the past week to keep your classes going, mainly 
using the class websites that many teachers had created earlier in the year, and others have 
created in the past week. I hope you have joined all of the new Google Classrooms for your 
classes. Teaching and learning in this way is new for many of the teachers, as it is for you, and 
it will continue to take our collective effort and patience to make it work in the best way 
possible.  
 
My advice for all of you as we move forward in this virtual school world? 

 Take care of yourself, your family, and your friends. Continue to get the sleep and food 
you need to stay healthy.  

 Do everything that teachers post as much as you can and ask teachers for help anytime 
you need it. We are all here to help you from home, just as we are when we are at 
school.  

 Make sure you are logged into your Key School account to access documents from your 
teachers. If you are not on your school account and have to "request access", it will 
just slow you down.  

 Use the "turn in" button on Google Classroom sites to submit all work that teachers are 
expecting you to turn in. We are giving students time to get fully into the routines of 
learning and working in this way, but teachers are keeping track of who has not 
submitted assignments and will be communicating to you (and adults at home) if you 
are falling behind. Generally, work for all classes is due at 8:30 a.m. on the date it is 
due. Teachers are also posting new work to do at 8:30 a.m.   



 Create a daily schedule to do your work, and take some breaks! You shouldn't be sitting 
at your screen for 3-4 hours at a time.  

 As you find ways to connect with friends -- whether through texting, video meetings, or in 
some other way -- please be the best digital citizens you can be. This is a time for 
unity, inclusiveness, and compassion toward each other. Many of us are feeling more 
isolated and disconnected than usual. Find ways to connect with your fellow students, 
even those you don't typically hangout with, rather than excluding them.  

As we look to next week, I have already been talking with teachers about arranging some virtual 
meetings with students. For starters, your homeroom teachers are going to invite you to join 
"Hangouts" meetings on Monday, Wednesday and Friday next week.  
 
If you have any questions or thoughts that you want to share with me, I would be happy to stay 
in touch with you. While you can't pop into my office, my virtual door is open to all of you at any 
time! 
 
Take care,  

 
Mr. Magnus 
 


