
 
 
 

Dear Upper School Families and Students,  
 
I hope everyone is doing well and staying healthy.  Being with family, and taking care of loved ones, is 
something I know we are all collectively focused on at this time.  I reached out to students Saturday night to 
give them an update, encourage physical exercise, mention that they could continue doing some academic 
work without worry about deadlines being met while we were out of session, and the like.  I was thinking last 
night about three strengths we have going into this “new norm” over the coming weeks: a group of tech-savy 
students dedicated to their learning, a group of faculty dedicated to the learning and care of our students, and 
an already robust Powerschool/Haiku online presence as an anchor for the work.  I was also thinking about the 
varied hats I’m wearing right now: father to an Upper School student who wants his child to continue to thrive 
in a distance learning setting, teacher of a science class of 19 seniors who wants to be sure they engage with 
the content and with each other in good ways, and collaborator with a great Upper School faculty who is eager 
to meet our School’s teaching and learning mission.     
 
On the heels of Matthew’s Friday e-mail to the community, I want to reach out about our Upper School 
“distance learning” logistical and academic plans moving forward. 
 

 Please let me know directly via e-mail, and before Monday at 8 p.m., if there are any essential items 
that your child may need that may have been left at School.  Items like laptops and textbooks in 
lockers are things we can get to you, though lunch kits (food will be removed by us) and pencils and 
the like will have to stay.  In addition, our Art 1 teachers have some remaining sketchbooks and 
materials they’d like to get to specific students, and I’ll reach out in a separate e-mail to notify those 
specific parents that those items should be picked-up on Tuesday as well. As Matthew has shared, the 
administrative team has created a plan for a “drive-thru” pick-up in the Main Parking Lot on Tuesday 
(9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.) to retrieve these items. We ask that when arriving 
to campus you enter the Carroll House Parking Lot, off of Carroll Drive, and proceed toward the exit by 
Smith House at Hillsmere Drive.  When you arrive at the pick-up site, please roll down your window 
and let the staff know your child’s name and grade. Staff members will place the item in your trunk, if 
you are able to open it, or in your backseat through the window. Upon arrival, do not exit your vehicle 
and please follow any staff directives. We will move the line as quickly as possible, and we believe the 
pick-up blocks are long enough to mitigate your wait time. 

 We will re-engage fully with our academic program on Wednesday.  PowerSchool will be our base, as 
it is a known entity that students and faculty alike have been using.  Our current distance learning 
model will be semi-synchronous, meaning that students do not have to always remotely “be in” A or E 
block class first thing each Monday (for example).  Students and Faculty will work together throughout 
each week to teach/learn content, collaborate on current levels of understanding via technology 
feedback mechanisms, likely take online quizzes as periodic assessments, and the like. If a faculty 
member plans to host a “real-time” class discussion on the Google Hangout or Zoom synchronous 
platforms, they will notify students at least 24 hours ahead of time and only use the time that their 
class would have originally been taking place (on our 10-day schedule cycle). On the whole, over the 
next two weeks students would have had 5 blocks of instruction in each class, therefore we want to 
have clear plans in place though don’t want to make those plans/directives too complicated.  Each 
teacher will connect with students in each class section via Powerschool or e-mail, over Tuesday and 
Wednesday of this week, to get the ball rolling again.  It is critical that every day your child checks e-
mail and Powerschool. 



 Supporting your child during this “new norm”, in terms of their physical and socio-emotional health, 
is equally important.  Research shows that in distance learning education models, creating some 
individualized structures at home based on what you know about your child is helpful to them.   Our 
teacher team will work to balance the workload being asked of students, and Randi Altschuler (our 
Upper School Counselor) will make herself available to all students through outreach to them this 
week. If you would like to reach Randi directly, feel free to do so.  Academic advisors will also create 
periodic touchdowns with your child and with their advisory group, as to support the anxieties and 
challenges many students may feel, though also to share some lighter moments and laughter too.  

 As we implement this plan, know that there are many people you can reach out to with questions or 
clarifications.   The first step is to clarify information your child is getting through PowerSchool.   If you 
would like direct access to your child’s PowerSchool account, I have often suggested that parents 
share a password with their child for a time until you feel comfortable with the technology and your 
child’s progress. The second step is to e-mail the teacher directly for support and to ask questions. 
Third, our department chairs are also a great source for information and questions.  For our core 
disciplines, contact can be made with Jen Bowman (Math), Lee Zanger (Science), Bob McCarthy 
(Humanities), Babette Leshinksy (Language), Andy Katz (Visual Arts), Rick Layton (Performing Arts), 
and Lee Ann Havard (Learning Department). Of course, I am available at any time should you have 
more holistic programmatic questions, feedback, or concerns.   

  
On behalf of the entire Upper School Faculty and Staff, I thank you for your support as we head into some new 
territory here.  While we have plans in place, we are also closely monitoring this pandemic, and if the past few 
weeks are an indication of what is to come, we can expect the need to adjust our existing plans.  Our goal for 
any scenario is to maintain the strength and continuity of our program, and I have every confidence in us 
doing that as a full community.  As we work through the coming weeks, please let me know if you have 
questions. 
 
Regards and stay well!  
 
Brian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


