
 
 
 
 
Dear Upper School Families, 
 
I hope you are doing well and staying healthy! I can tell you we all really miss your children.  
 
In advance of Governor Hogan’s recent announcement extending Maryland’s school closure, Upper School 
teachers have continued to evolve our distance learning plans to provide a solid program for your children. 
They have placed a lot of emphasis on the work they are doing directly with your child, whether that is in 
periodic Google Hangout/Zoom live classes, one-on-one meetings to answer questions, or re-designing 
curricular pieces to leverage technology tools. I know we are collectively appreciative of their tireless efforts.  I 
continue to work closely with our teachers and staff, the “academic leadership” core team, the “student 
support” core team, and with Matthew directly. While we are “separate,” we are highly “connected,” and that 
feels like the community I have been a part of here for the last 15 years.  
 
Below is a letter I just sent to your children, aiming to provide encouragement, reminders, some levity, and 
some stability. I hope it will be received well, and I plan to connect with them often. 
 
One simple but more immediate logistical update is that we will be having school on April 3, which was noted 
on our Master Calendar originally as an “Upper School Faculty Work Day”.  The consistency of classes early 
on during distance learning is important.   
 
Lastly, there will be an all-school parent feedback survey being sent to you from Matthew next week, and the 
data you share will be valuable for our ongoing work.  Thanks for looking for that and offering your feedback. 
Our school continues to evolve its COVID-19 resource page, which includes a wealth of resources from our 
school counselors to help families during this time.   
 
I hope you have a good weekend with family, and that everyone can get out of the “grind” for some time over 
the coming days!  As always, I’m certainly available at any time if you need anything. 
 
Regards, 
 
Brian       
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Upper School Students, 
 
I just wanted to connect with you all again, as we move through this new norm of distance learning together. I 
really appreciate how hard you all are working, and your patience as we adjusted our “tech hub” to Google 
Classroom, and the way I know you are all supporting each other in this too. I am routinely in touch with the 
whole faculty, and they are working very hard to provide a good learning environment for you, answer your 
questions, and to find balance in your workload.  As Gov. Hogan’s administration announced recently the 
additional month of school closure, I know that took a toll. As a global, national and school community, we’re all 
adjusting to something not encountered before, and it’ll take us all to persevere through together. I know we 
can.  
 
Some highlights for me have been my “google hangouts” with the seniors in my Oceanography class, as we 
share some jokes, learn some new material together, and at times just talk about our pets :) .  I also really 
enjoyed meeting with your Student Forum officers this past Tuesday, as they were thinking through ideas to 
support socialization within our student community and how to help the broader DC/Baltimore community.  
 
I also wanted to share a few more specific items some of you have asked me about.  

https://www.keyschool.org/covid-19


 We understand that the e-mail load is heavy, and Tom Adams recently shared with you all a way to 
shut off the e-mail reminders from Google Classroom, as one step. 

 Developing a structure for yourself is important, as I know this can feel like one ongoing day! Create 
time for “exercise”, place reminders for “hangouts/zooms” in your calendar, set up a framework for time 
that used to be “homework”, and the like.  We all as faculty are working to do the same. 

 Each of you is experiencing a different feeling in terms of overall workload, as I have gathered. 
Whatever your experience has been, it is most important to reach out to your teacher (as a first step) to 
share that information so that adjustments can be considered and made.  As faculty we will continue to 
make changes too. We all are striving for balance as a community, and it will come.   

 As we are working from home in a more open environment, it is important to continue to remember the 
value we place as a community on academic integrity.  True learning depends on honesty, and we 
know you will all be supports to each other while also always “handing in” your own work. 

 As you find a rhythm, academically and socially, in this new norm, know that your friends, parents, 
teachers, advisors, Randi, myself and others are here to support you anytime.  Reach out as much as 
you want and need.   

 I have gotten a number of questions about grading and how transcripts will look for this year. As a 
school we are thinking hard about these topics, and connecting with other schools and colleges around 
the country as we make decisions that are best for our community. For now, continue to do your best 
with the work and experience that is presented to you, and more will come from me about our plans 
moving forward.  

  
I don’t want to write as much as I did last week :) , so I’ll cut myself off now. Keep up the great work, support 
your family and friends, heed the good advice about social distancing to help out the greater community, and 
reach out to me if you have questions or thoughts. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Brian 


